MI's

HIGHWAY KART

You don't need a trailer or a station wagon to haul this
kart to a track-you can drive it there on public roads!
By R. J. Capotosto
RIVING a kart is a real thrill.
Seated on a low-slung frame only
inches from the ground, you teel as if
you're doing 80 mph when you're doing
20. Yet it's surprisingly safe. The low
center of gravity and a width two-thirds
the length make it almost impossible to
flip a kart in a tight turn. Just about
everyone who tries a kart gets the urge
to own one—and if you've got that urge,
you get a bonus in building the MI
Highway Kart.
Since karts are generally driven on
special tracks, it is not necessary to register them. However, transporting a
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CLAMPS and a piece of angle-iron hold
kingpin brackets in position for welding.
Mechanix Illustrated

SHEET STEEL is cut and bent to shape,
then spot-welded beneath the sissy rails.

ENGINE MOUNTING plate is tack-welded
at first since it may require shifting later.

NOTES: FRAMING MEMBERS, BUMPERS AND SEAT RAILS ARE
ANGLE IRON WITH JOINTS WELDED.
OF
REAR AXLE ROD AND PLATE ARE OF COLD-ROLLED STEEL
FRONT AXLE BRACKETS ARE OF HOT-ROLLED STEEL.

BRAKES are the internal expanding type.
Two are needed for kart used on highways.
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BOTTOM view with the belly pan welded
in place. Note bends in the control rods.
Mechanix Illustrated

THROTTLE control linkage is simple but
foolproof. Return spring is on the right.

DON'T overtighten the nut on the kingpin. Use a slotted nut and a cotter pin.

CUSHIONS are foam rubber. A Boltaflex
cover is stapled to the plywood backing.

RETURN spring connected to brake linkage is strong enough to pull pedal back.

READY for the road. Latex paint was used to give tires white sidewalls.
Headlights 24 inches above ground comply with the law for night driving.
EVER READY 12V
FOG LAMP (2)

BRACKETS are adjustable so that headlights may be lowered when not required.
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HEADLIGHT ASSEMBLY

LICENSE PLATE LIGHT
SINGLE CONTACT 4 C.P.

TAIL LIGHT

kart is often a problem. It
can be hauled in a station wagon—if you own a
wagon—or it can be towed
on a trailer. Either way,
the lugging can be quite a
nuisance. With this in
mind, our model was designed so that registration
could be obtained, making
it possible to drive the kart
to its destination on public
roads.
Our plates were obtained in New York. However, regulations vary and
the requirements would
have to be checked in
other states. First we had
to supply three things:
proof of ownership (a bill
of sale for the engine); an
affidavit stating that the
kart was built by ourselves; and a list of the
parts used. To make the
kart legally roadworthy it
had to have front and rear
bumpers, a brake on each
r e a r wheel, headlights,
taillights, turn signals, a
rear license plate and a
horn. In use, the head-
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WIRING DIAGRAM FOR 12-VOLT SYSTEM

WITH TWO BRAKES, the linkage must be
set so that both will be applied at once.

HAND CRANK for engine's impact starter
folds up out of the way when not in use.
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