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Cathedral Ceiling Details

Timber style open beam ceiling
For 20’ wide cottages

Rafter @ wall

Dbl 2x8 ea. Side Rftr.

Opt. Wiring run for lights
& fans between Rftrs.

2x4 spacer w 1/2” reveal

2x12 rafter notched @
wall plates w/ Dbl 2x8 ea.
Side of Rftr.

Vent blocks
Btwn. Rftrs.

Typ. facia &
gutter

2x6 top plate of wall

Dbl. 2x8 Rftr
tie bears 4”
on TP.
Attach w/ 6
16d from ea
side of Rftr.

Rafter Tie Section

Cathedral Roof Section

Double exposed 2x8 Rftr tie
at 48” o/c (every 2nd Rftr.)

See Rafter Tie Section

2x12 Ridge board held
low to provide venting to
ridge vent above.

2x12 Rftr. @ 24” o/c notch
per connection detail
above. Provide venting
above R-30 insulation from
vent blocks to ridge vent at
peak. Standard sheathing
and interior finish choices.

Scale 1/4” = 1’-0

Scale 1” = 1’-0

Connection at Wall

Scale 1” = 1’-0

The details presented here can be used in the areas of the 20’
wide cottage house where you don’t need a loft. This will give you
a full cathedral ceiling over the living room (for instance) with
heavy timber like beams tying the walls together every 4’.

Rafter size, pitch and depth of
notch can be adjusted to match
loads and align the sheathing
with other roof sections. Provide
1” vent space abv. insulation.


