
Solar and Wood Hot Water Heater�

Here is a schematic layout for a wood and solar combination�
hot water system. You can use one or both as a preheater of�
water headed to a standard water heater tank. Make sure�
your tank is installed correctly with working temperature�
and pressure relief valves — the wood loop can boil water.�

Review this layout for your own situation with an experi-�
enced plumber who understands your specific layout. These�
ideas are presented for your determination of usefulness.�
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We have used this solar system in our sunspace for 20�
years. It has provided 35 to 40% of our hot water needs�
on a yearly basis (in coastal WA state). The most solar�
hot water will be available in the afternoon.�

We just recently had to replace one of the two tanks as�
the sacrificial anode failed and the tank sprang a leak.�
Plan to replace anodes every 10-15 years depending on�
your water.�
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